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He conveys his message succinctly.
7.Conclusion

1.Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace be upon him) possesses
a deep religious knowledge that allows him to engage with
various aspects of life. His contributions spanned across
religious and social spheres. He speaks about the negative
impacts of lying and anger« as unethical behaviors degrade

one's worth in society.

2. He employs only metaphor and overstatement as a

kind of Pragma-rhetorical tropes in his speech.

3. It is evident that by reviewing Al-Askari's (peace be
upon him) speeches¢ metaphor is the most commonly used
pragma-rhetorical trope speech which reflects his desire to

convey the deeper meaning behind the images he chooses.
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The table and figure above indicate that Al-Imam Al-
Askari (peace be upon him) frequently utilizes metaphor
as a pragma-rhetorical trope¢ scoring a high percentage
(82.352%). This showcases how Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace
be upon him) uses in his eloquent speech a vivid imagi-
nation by drawing comparisons between different things¢
such as " LUl (¢b s, -o¢ as a means of guiding towards
the path of truth.

Thenc in the texts analyzed¢« he demonstrates his ten-
dency to exaggerate by highlighting negative qualities that
have a detrimental impact on society« such as "2I" or an-
tagonism; he employs the pragma-rhetorical tropes of over-

statement¢ with a percentage of (17.647%.).

As punc¢ irony¢ understatement and rhetorical ques-
tions are not utilized by Al-Imam Al-Askari¢ thus¢ scoring
a ratio (of 0%)).

Ultimately¢« metaphor scores the highest ratio in Al-
Imam Al-Askari's speeches. It gives the impression that
metaphor¢ in general¢ is a type of figure of speech that in-
volves an indirect comparison between two things using
words that are not related. Comparisons are frequently em-

ployed to aid in the comprehension of complex concepts.

Taif Hatam Shardaghly
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and pure imam embodied a source of knowledge« literatures

rhetoric< and moral values.

To analyze this text¢ the researcher first classifies the
Pragma-rhetorical tropes into destabilization and substi-
tution. Then« identifying the dominant device used by Al-
Imam Al-Askari( peace be upon him) in his speech by de-
pending on a quantitative method to show the percentages

of pragma-rhetorical tropes utilized by Al-Imam Al-Askari.

Table (1): The Overall Frequencies and Percentages of
Pragma-rhetorical Tropes Utilized by Al- Imam Al-Askari.

‘Pragma-rhetorical Tropes ”Frequency ”Percentage |
Destabilization ‘ Pun | ‘ 0 0% |
‘ Metaphor ” 14 ||sz.352% |
‘ Irony | ‘ 0 0% |
Substitution ‘ Overstatement | ‘ 3 || 17.647% |
‘ Understatement | ‘ 0 0% |
‘Rhetorical Question ”0 0% |
Total ” 17 || |

Percentage

m Desstablization
= Pun

= Metaphor

W rony

® Desstablization
= Overstatement

Understatement

Rhetorical question




Iva/(uwlg}jutwtjz;néu,)owu;msfau ¢l pole 3 Al & Sl L2l

Text 2
JB 3L el OV AAT VYY" (gl d Ly Wl 3D 2"

People have different emotions¢ like love and hate. Al-
Imam Al-Askari (peace be upon him)describes a bad trait¢
"az~JI," and said that "5l i1, (.U 81" as an overstate-
ment referring to those who spend their time watching and
criticizing others. In brief« it implies that finding happiness¢
comfort¢ and reassurance involves avoiding feelings of ha-
tred toward others.

Text 3
OAAY TVE) (el 5 oSl wbs asd b Gom Y LU 2B

(ool

Al-Imam Al-Askari refers to "..sJI" as an individual
who exhibits good intentions in both their words and ac-
tions¢ as well as possessing extensive knowledge. This per-
son is also adept at organizing things in their appropriate

place.
6. Discussions of the Results

The history of Al-Imam Al-Askari “ peace be upon
him” is characterized by his generous and virtuous acts¢

both in terms of humanity and religion. Every honorable

~
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er in their words; they are careful with what they say. As
Al-Imam Al-Askari states¢ "ali 5 Sl o35," to illustrate
that wise individuals think before they speak because once

words are spoken¢ they cannot be taken back.
Hyperbole

Text 1

bl e (T 0] 5l (V) Selall s 31 315301 o0 28E UG
AYVY DVAAY doeadl) (laledl d (T, 015
Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace be upon him) discusses the
importance of exhibiting noble morals and socially accept-
able behavior towards one's neighbors. He even states that
harming neighbors in any way is a calamity that can break a
person's back. This is conveyed using an overstatement " -,
A e A1 31541 He elucidates that talking about neigh-
bors in a way that offends them is not desirable« as he views

them as allies rather than adversaries.

In the Holy Quran¢ treating one's neighbors with kind-
ness is one of the most vital commandments. A faithful
neighbor should hide their neighbor's mistakes and not ex-

pose them.
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Text 7

(1 elazaly W 50 Y i Jor s e Al J) Jgeo 1 D 32 G
(M\ OAAY YA )
This text highlights the importance and virtues of night
prayer in Islam. It is a significant reason for attaining Para-
dise and getting closer to Allah. Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace
be upon him) uses a metaphorical reference to " ,2.." that re-
quires a means of transportation< which is the night prayer.
Night prayer is a regular practice of the righteous and a
trade of the faithfulc which Allah rewards His servants who

perform it abundantly. Thus« he mentions * LLUJ ¢ Uazel,”.

Text &

VAT IV 5 Sl b5 aed 3 e Y1 LU 3L G
(el

-

Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace be upon him) shares a
valuable insight that requires deep understanding. He uses
a metaphor of "« G YI 5" to depict how foolish peo-
ple talk excessively without considering their words. One
should not underestimate the power of words when spoken
by an individual. One word can elevate a person to heights¢

while another can bring them down.

On the contrary¢ wise individuals possess great pow-

Taif Hatam Shardaghly
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“Je>)!" ignorance can be likened to a ".2>" metaphorical-
ly. He explains that ignorance leads to losing one's cultures
knowledge« and thinking abilities¢ causing all aspects of

civilized« cultural¢ and intellectual life to vanish.

Also¢ he adds that if a person lacks knowledge about
the fundamentals of religion« he may turn away from obedi-
ence and good deeds. Ignorance can lead to committing acts

that go against the faith.

In his eloquence speech¢ he embodies ".\~)I" and
"«JI" which represent the measure of man and one of the

fundamental pillars of society.
Text 6

QAT TVA) Galadl Sls & Jp bl b S, o (38 JU,
(odmeal|

-

Al-Imam Al-Askari's words provide excellent and in-
clusive general advice for everyone. They are precise and
remarkable. He uses the metaphor " JbUJI ¢b _s," to eluci-
date that when someone takes any means of transportations
they do so to reach their desired destination. He advises us
to choose the right path« as falsehood is like a vehicle that

leads to regret. Those who follow the true path will reach a

place of safety.
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This metaphorical behavior can be compared to a key
that closes off the inside and opens up the outside. Anger can
have far-reaching consequences¢ such as causing violence«
animosity¢ and disrupting social relationships. Therefores
Al-Imam describes anger as a key that can unlock many

negative and forbidden behaviors.

Text 4

OAATFVY) SN e e 5 a3l Lo 35 a3l 138 J5,
(o]
Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace be upon him) mentions
two groups of people: " .3.J1" (the believers) and " <"
(the non-believers). A believer has faith in Allah and the
messengers and prophets sent by Allah. On the one hand¢
Al-Imam Al-Askari “peace be upon him” metaphorically
refers to the believer as "is , -»5J1" as they support and
strengthen each other through love and affection. On the
other hand« he mentions the believer as "i~~" (evidence) to

argue against the infidel due to their lack of faith.
Text 5

R e A | PRV PP [ 8L JG
(YAAY:YVY L5.,‘«\?“).5\) (Lol jane v.1,>v.3\ 4 o

According to Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace be upon him):

~
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One of Allah's blessings to humanity is possessing a mature
mind¢ which enables individuals to differentiate between
right and wrong. Hence« he refers to it as an inner beauty¢

along with the physical beauty found in the human form.
Text 2
OAAFIFVY) Camslin CdSUly cow b Esladl cdas (38L U5
NG EN
Al-Imam Al-Askari “peace be upon him” uses meta-
phor to depict the act of lying. He states that “Zoball Cilea
< 4”¢ in which he mentions that a house is a residence«
and if evils are represented in a house« then people who live
in this house are surrounded by evils. It leads to chaos« tur-
moil¢ and social disintegration. He also clarifies that “cll

4a3ilas” to elucidate that lying is the key to evil¢ and the liar

will likely engage in other vices.

Text 3
(ol VAAT YY) G2 S FEL & a3 38 Ji
According to Al-Imam« «_.2x)| "anger is a prominent

aspect of human behavior. It involves internal feelings that

manifest externally through actions.
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strongly positive one. As in “Can anyone doubt the wisdom
of this action ?”’ which means “Surely no one can doubt
” and “Haven’t you got anything better to do ?” which
means‘ Surely you have something better to do . Addi-
tionally¢ there are rhetorical wh-questions. The positive
question is equivalent to a statement in which a negative el-
ement replace the wh-element. As in “what difference does

it make ?” which implies “it makes no difference”.

6. Data Description< Analysisc and Discussions of
the Results

6.1 Data Description

To draw certain conclusions¢ the researcher analyzes
and discusses a representative selected of Al-Imam Al-

Askari's speech data qualitatively.
Text Analysis
Metaphor
Text 1

(bl Jlaxr Jardl ooy ol Jlax 5y 5mall ) 3ELJG
(Lomdoeadl Y AAT:YVY)

Al-Imam Al-Askari (peace be upon him) uses a met-

aphor to convey that the mind is a divine gift from Allah.

Taif Hatam Shardaghly
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thing in a way that suggests one meaning but intends anoth-
er. It is up to the listener to recognize this and clarify the in-
tended meaning. McQuarrie and Mick(1996:433) identify
three main types of substitution tropes¢< which can be briefly
highlighted:

1) Overstatement

It is a rhetorical device where the depiction given by
the speaker is more exaggerated than the actual situation
(Leech¢ 1983:145).For example: “If I ever met Brad Pitt in
person¢ I'd die."(Web Source 3).

2) Understatement

It is a way of expressing something with less serious-
ness¢ quantity¢ or intensity than the reality to impact the
listener or reader(Cruse« 2006:186). For instance “It rained
a bit more than usual” - When depicting an area flooded by
heavy rainfall”( Web Source 3)

3) Rhetorical Question

This type of question does not require an answer from
the person asked. Its purpose is to catch the attention of the
addressee. (Shaffer< 2009:167). Also¢ Quirk et al. (1985:
825-6) mention that a positive rhetorical question implies

a negative assertion¢ while a negative question implies a
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(Kroeger¢ 2018:98).According to Mikics (2007:180-1)¢ it
1s a form of thought and of speech that makes us see some-

thing as something else as in “Time is a river”
2)Pun

A pun is a figure of speech that utilizes wordplay to
convey multiple meanings. Arranging the words in a par-
ticular manner creates a rhetorical effect. Paronomasia is
another term for puns« derived from the Greek word ‘paron-
imazein,” meaning a name change. For example: * Writing

with a broken pencil is pointless”.(Web Source 2).
3)Irony

Irony is a rhetorical device recognized since ancient
times as a figure of speech. According to the traditional
definition¢ It involves saying something that means the op-
posite of what is meant. For instance« “It seems to be a little
windy”(uttered in the middle of a violent storm)« in which
the speaker is middle of a violent storm)¢ in which the

speaker 1s saying less than what is meant. (Mey,2009:406).

It is a way of communicating that conveys meanings
often opposite to those stated or intended(Childs and Fowl-
er< 2006:123).

Substitution tropes involve a speaker saying some-

Taif Hatam Shardaghly
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rative language or figures of speech persuade the audience
using the most effective form of expression—two types
of figures of speech that are distinguished: Schemes and
tropes (ibid.).

Schemes involve rearranging or changing linguistic
elements¢ such as repetition or ellipses. On the other hands
tropes use words in unconventional ways to create semantic
or lexical deviation¢ as seen in metaphors¢< metonymy« and
synecdoche (Wales« 2011:162).

As for Huhmann (2008: 90)¢ there are two types of
tropes: destabilization and substitution. Destabilization
requires more cognitive effort to understand the intended
meaning¢ while substitution involves interpreting the in-
tended meaning by replacing the literal meaning with the

intended one.

Mulken (2003: 119) mentions that destabilization
tropes in pragma-rhetorical operations involve utilizing ex-
pressions whose meaning is indeterminate in the given con-

text. Destabilization tropes comprise:
1)Metaphor

Metaphor is a figure of speech that involves an im-

plied comparison between two dissimilar objects or ideas
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According to Larrazabal and Korta (2002:1)¢ the hy-
brid field combines two disciplines to explain intentional
phenomena that occur in most communicative language us-
ing the communicative intention and the intention of per-

suading.

Walson (2004: 21) mentions that this field aims to dis-
cuss language's effectiveness in specific contexts to con-

vince the addressees.
S.Figure of Speech

A figure of speech is a turn of speech that also in-
volves the turning or inventive use of a word's sense: a
turning away from the proper or literal meaning. (Mikics¢
2007:300-1).

According to Wales (2011:161)¢ a figure of speech is
commonly linked to expressive language techniques like
metaphors and similes. These techniques evoke imagery by

comparing one object to another« e.g. "Women are angels."

A figure of speech is the creative use of language to
produce an effect. Examples of figures of speech that are
commonly used in everyday language include metaphor«

simile« and metonymy(Web Source 1).

According to McQuarrie and Mick (1996:424)¢ figu-
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the available means of persuasion in any given situation.

In the same vein¢< Mikics( 2007: 263)¢ defines it as
the art of persuading an audience through the skillful use of
words. This skill is essential for politicians¢ poets¢ and even

philosophers.

It 1s the study of effective or persuasive speaking and
writing¢ particularly in public speech. Classical rhetoricians
identified numerous rhetorical figures¢ which classify how
words can be arranged to achieve stylistic effects. Some of
these concepts are still used in modern stylistic analysis¢
including metaphor¢ simile¢ personification¢ and paradox
(Crystal« 2008: 416).

Rhetoric is the art of using language to convince peo-
ple. It has been a longstanding subject in school curriculums

from classical times to the present day (Geeraerts< 2010: 5).
4. Pragma-rhetoric

Pragma-rhetoric refers to the use of pragmatic and
rhetorical devices and strategies to analyze specific speech
stretches. According to Archer et al. (2012: 148-9)¢ the con-
vergence of the two fields occurs in the way language is
employed¢ whether directly or indirectly« to steer others to-

wards a particular act.
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signs to the objects to which the signs are applicable"; and
pragmatics¢ which studies how signs relate to interpreters
(ibid.).

It is a field of linguistics that focuses on the practical
use of language. It is not just about grammar and vocabu-
lary but also considers cultural¢ situational¢< and interper-
sonal factors influencing communication. The main goal
of pragmatics is to study how these factors contribute to
meaning and comprehension in the broadest sense possible(
Senftc 2014:3).

It is the study of the interlocutor’s intended meaning¢
which includes the invisible meaning that can be recog-
nized even when not explicitly stated. It focuses on the im-
portance of intentionality in understanding the meaning of
an utterance (Yule¢« 1996: 3-4).

It focuses on understanding the meaning behind peo-
ple's words and how they convey a message beyond the lit-

eral meaning of the words used(Lo Castro« 2012: 3).
3. Rhetoric

Rhetoric is an ancient field of knowledge traced back
to Aristotle¢ Isocrates¢ and Plato. According to Roberts

(2004)¢ rhetoric refers to the ability to observe and utilize
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ered in this study. Tropes are Pragma- rhetorical strategies
used in communication that occur when the typical rules of

conversation are broken in a particular circumstance.

The term "Trope" originates from the Greek language
and refers to a creative way of expressing an idea "¢ turn
of phrase"« "twist of plot"« and "turn of thought". Thus:¢
the purpose of the current study is to investigate selected
speeches of Al-Imam Al-Askari “peace be upon him” from
this point of view. It attempts to answer these questions:
1) What are the specific topics that the Al-Imam Al-Askari
(peace be upon him) discusses in his speech ? 2) What sorts
of tropes that he states in his speech¢« and 3) What are the

most prevalent devices that distinguish his speech?
2. Pragmatics

The term "pragmatics" in its modern usage was coined
by philosopher Charles Morris in 1938. Morris was inter-
ested in developing a science of signs¢ also known as se-
miotics or semiotice building on the ideas of Locke and
Peirce"(Levinson,1983:1).

Morris identifies three branches of study in semiotics:
syntactics (or syntax)« which examines the formal relation-

ship between signs; semantics¢ the study of''the relations of
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1 .Introduction

Language is a crucial role in society as it serves as a
medium for communication. People conduct their affairs
through language. It allows individuals to share information
and convey their ideas¢ thoughts« opinions¢ and emotions. It
1s a shared system of conventions that enables communica-
tion between individuals (Armstrong and Fogelin,2015:19).
In various situations¢ there are numerous ways to convey
a message« and one of these methods is using of rhetorical

figurative language.

A figure of speech¢ Also known as a ‘rhetorical figure’«
refers to using a word or a group of words in a way that de-
viates from its strict literal meaning or common word order

and sentence structure (Brown« 2006:222).

As for Baldick( 2008: 140),it is expressions used to
enhance the beauty and effectiveness of language. It can be
described as “an expression that departs from the accepted
literal sense or the normal order of words¢ or in which pat-

terns of sound produce an emphasis.”(ibid.).

This study distinguishes between two types of figures
of speech: Schemes and tropes. However¢ only tropes will

be explained by the researcher. Schemes will not be cov-
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Abstract

Imam Al-Hassan Al-Askari's (peace be upon him)
speeches are considered a significant source for various
fields¢ including rhetoric and eloquence. Modern linguistic
theories can use his speeches as a suitable analysis corpus.
Thus¢ this paper explores the pragma-rhetorical analysis
of some speeches of Al-Imam Al-Hasan Al-Askari. It aims
at 1) Shedding light on the topics that Al-Imam Al-Hasan
Al-Askari “peace be upon him” mentions in his speech.
2)Finding out the types of tropes that he mentions in his
speech and 3) Identifying the most common pragma-rhetor-

ical tropes used in his speech.

Consequently« it hypothesizes that 1) lying and anger
within the topic that he elucidates in his speech 2) He uses
metaphor¢ irony¢ pun¢ overstatement¢ understatement and
rhetorical question in his speech¢ 3) metaphor is the preva-

lent pragma-rhetorical trope he employs in his speech.

Finally¢ it concludes that 1)lying and anger within
the topic that he states in his speech 2)Al-hasan Al-Askari
“peace be upon him” exploits only metaphor and overstate-
ment as a type of tropes in his speech. 3) The predominant

rhetorical device he uses in his speech is a metaphor.
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61- Flannery and Wheeler< Kent V and Jane C¢ Animal
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Sumer¢ Vol23¢< No 1-2¢ (Baghdad1967 «).
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Near East and the Future of the West« Oxford« (New Yorks
2010).
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ties. In the present study« the scientific evaluation of the effects

of the pandemic on religious tourism has been conducted in a

field study.
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religious tourism among Islamic countries and societies¢ as well
as the presence of Muslim tourists in other Islamic countriess
has strengthened the ties between Muslim nations. It has also
facilitated the identification of issues and cultural features of
Muslim societies¢ and has enabled the recognition of similari-
ties and disparities between cultures. This has contributed to the
establishment of a unified Islamic culture« the formation of uni-
ty and solidarity among Muslims« and the revival of the concept
of an Islamic Ummabh¢ all of which are major accomplishments
for Muslims. Furthermore« the world has demonstrated that nu-
merous Islamic countries are secure travel destinations¢ thus
improving the political image of Islamic countries in the world.
As aresult¢ the debate on the tourism industry contributes to the
promotion of Islamic culture and civilization from the perspec-

tive of both civilization and political culture.

Religious tourism is a form of tourism that is not limited to
pilgrimage sites¢ but also encompasses a variety of attractions
that draw in¢ visit and engage tourists. For instance< Muslim
mosques may be utilized as museums:« collections of Muslim art
and craft related to Islamic culture< and venues for large-scale
religious services for tourists. Recent research has highlighted
the challenges posed by the pandemic¢ which have been dis-

cussed in numerous workshops¢ websites and online communi-



Iva/(uwlg}jutwtjz;néu,)owu;msfau ¢l pole 3 Al & Sl L2l

and Ahle al-Bayt devotees of the Prophet's family travel to Irans
Iraq¢ and Syria¢ as well as other Islamic countries like Egypt
and Yemen¢« where mosques date back to the early days of Islam

and draw large numbers of tourists.

According to the results of the current research« the spread
of Covid-19 has had a negative impact on the religious tourism
of the holy cities of Iraq. In particular¢ this disease leads to a
decrease in the income of religious tourists (u = 3.98)¢ a de-
crease in job opportunities due to religious tourism (p = 3.73)¢
economic stagnation in handicraft trade (u = 4.13)¢ capital stag-
nation (u = 3.77)¢ a decrease in the attraction of assets foreign
(u =3.89)¢ reduction of improvement and development of infra-
structure (n = 3.56)¢ reduction of export income from the arrival
of religious tourists (u = 3.71)¢ reduction of use of existing local
capabilities by religious tourists (un = 3.82)¢ reduction of em-
ployment and activities related to religious tourism (pu = 3.91)
and the reduction of part-time jobs and service jobs related to

religious tourism (p = 4.23).

The results of this analysis are presented in Table 2. Ma-
terial¢ spiritual and cultural benefits of religious tourism and its
attraction increase the need to focus on religious tourism¢ thus

necessitating appropriate policy and planning. The growth of
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tribute to this lucrative industry. Examining the travelogue and
other documents relating to Muslims' journey on earth¢ it is evi-
dent that the primary objective of Muslim tourists is to explores
investigate and learn¢ to gain knowledge from the scholars of
other countries and to undertake pilgrimage. Natural tourism¢
historic tourisme¢ health tourism¢ sports tourism¢ and tourism are
all forms of tourism. As this research has revealed¢ religious
tourism surpasses climatic obstacles and the numbers of tourists
and visitors to urban areas and religious centers remain constant

regardless of seasonal and seasonal changes in climate.

Religious tourism not only provides economic and finan-
cial benefits¢ but also establishes links with other Islamic com-
munities and facilitates interactions between nations and cul-
tures with shared values. Travel has been enjoyed by humans
for millennia« and these trips are not exclusive to Muslims; fol-
lowers of other religions may also embark on religious trips in
accordance with their religious beliefs and practices. There are
numerous religious and holy sites in the world that are associ-
ated with various religions¢ but religious tourism is most com-
monly seen among Muslims due to the teachings of the faith.
For instance¢ since the inception of Islam¢ Muslims from all
over the world have journeyed to Mecca every year during the

Dhul-hijjah to undertake the Hajj rites. Additionally¢ Shiites
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fect on people's lives¢ both physically and mentally¢< and has

posed a variety of challenges to countries around the world.

It has been a difficult period for even the most developed
countries¢ which boast of having advanced health and social
care systems« to cope with the effects of the coronavirus. These
issues are not only related to health« but also have had an impact
on economic and social affairs. One of the key factors to con-
sider when assessing the economic repercussions of the virus is
the duration of the infection. If the virus were to spread for an
extended period of time« the economic repercussions would be
significantly different from those of a short-term scenario. In the
case of Iraq¢ the virus has caused a stagnation and uncertainty in
the country's economy. Tourism services have been one of the
sectors whose income and expenses have been adversely affect-
ed by the coronavirus¢ as the spread of the disease has resulted
in a significant deficit in the tourism industry« particularly reli-
gious tourism. This has had a significant impact on economic

exchanges and ultimately on the overall commercial space.

Tourism is a vital necessity for humans in terms of phys-
ical¢ spiritual¢ and natural needs. This is why it is essential to
focus more attention on the tourism sector in the Holy Land. In

today's modern world« an Islamic nation has a great deal to con-
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the region and the benefits gained from the region. The benefits

of the tourism were then divided into 10 broad categories.

Table 2 indicates that the Covid-19 pandemic has had a
detrimental impact on religious tourism (as a whole) in Iraq.
Furthermore« it has had a detrimental effect on various compo-
nents of religious tourism. Consequently« the higher the average
value of 3¢ the more detrimental Covid-19 has had an effect on

religious tourism components.
Discussion

At the end of December 2019« a number of cases of unex-
plained pneumonia were reported in the Chinese city of Wuhan«
prompting the government and health researchers to take swift
action to contain the outbreak and to investigate the underlying
cause. The WHO provisionally designated the virus as the "New
Coronavirus" (2022). Despite medical progress¢ the emergence
of some novel infectious diseases has had a far-reaching impact
on human life. Despite the efforts of humans to adapt to and
reduce the impact of infectious diseases through education and
treatment« these efforts have not been sufficient to protect indi-
viduals from the physical and mental harm caused by these dis-
eases. For instance« the emergence of a new disease« Covid-19

(which causes respiratory infections)¢ has had a devastating ef-
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Findings

The objective of the study was to assess the effects of
Covid-19 on religious tourism within the statistical population
in Iraq. The questionnaire was distributed to the statistical pop-
ulation and the results are presented in Table 2. This test can be
used to determine the statuses of each component of religious
tourism within the population. As each item was scored on a
five-point scale« the average score of 3 was used as the average
level of the test. It is important to note that a score higher than
3 indicates a greater and more detrimental effect of Covid-19
on the level of religious tourism. The results of the survey are
summarized in Table 2¢ with responses ranging from strong-
ly disagreeing with the results to strongly agreeing with the
results. After extensive interviews with managers and staff in
tourism-related businesses¢ it was determined that Covid-19 has

had a detrimental effect on the volume of religious tourists in
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collecting the data. Additionally« the appropriateness of sam-
pling had to be evaluated before the data analysis stage¢< based
on the various occupational groups that had been contacted for
data collection. The results of the analysis presented in Table 1
demonstrate that the sampling was adequate« thus the collected
data can serve as the basis for the analysis. Furthermore« the

Cronbach's alpha value indicates the suitability of the instru-

ment used.

Table 1: Kaiser -Meyer-Olkin (KMO) and Bartlett's test

Test KMO 0.883

Bartlett's test and its significance

Chi-squared test 8342.543
Sig 0.00
Cronbach's alpha 0.914

Table 2: Sample t-test of the questionnaire

sstiruot suoigiler

.oN naeM @T P
stnenopmoc/secidnl DS ®fd tluseR
(5-1) eulav eulav
1 -er sah 91-DIVOC
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(1) 1. Standard Deviation
(2) 2. T-Student
(3) 3. Degree of Freedom
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Methodology

The primary objective of the study was to assess the im-
pact of the coronavirus pandemic on religious tourism. The au-
thors conducted a qualitative analysis of the data with the help
of a questionnaire consisting of 10 questions (partone prasetio
2022« Table 2). The authors used Cronbach's Alpha Coefficient
to analyze the inferential data. Additionally« the authors used
(KMO)® tools and the Bartlett's Test (SPSS 20) to assess the
internal consistency. Furthermore« the significance of the data
was considered to be statistically significant when the signifi-
cance was below 0.05. The reliability of the instruments was
further confirmed by Cronbach's Alpha (0.914). The study fo-
cused on 90 Iranian managerial and non-management personnel
employed in the restaurant¢ hotel¢ grocery store« clothing store
and souvenir shop sectors in the vicinity of Samarra« a religious

city.

The data analysis was conducted in the SPSS software on
the basis of the comments received from respondents regarding
Covid-19¢ pilgrims and tourists who had visited the above-men-
tioned areas in the preceding year to purchase goods or services«

and the main question placed by the evaluated research after

(1) Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin
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practices of the past; express the people's expression of the past
and lead to guidance; utilize travel and capital; generate a dy-
namic economic turnover; transfer language« cultural¢ scientific
and civilizational knowledge; acquire knowledge of ethnicities
and cultural and linguistic diversity of others; and benefit from

their knowledge and transfer it to the population and their region

The Quran encourages individuals to travel in order to ex-
perience the wonders of the past and to gain knowledge from
it. It also encourages them to be thankful for the blessings of
God:« to gain knowledge of God based on His providence and
providence« to comprehend the mystery of creation¢ to contem-
plate various matters and the past¢ and to learn from the hadiths.
Tourism is a key component of Islam¢« and has been emphasized
by the Holy Prophets. Travel and its benefits include physical
and mental health< knowledge acquisition¢« understanding of the
social habits and customs of other countries¢ learning of sci-
ence¢ alleviating grief and sorrow¢ and providing livelihoods
and employment. Additionally« it encourages the contemplation

of God's blessings and healthy entertainment and leisure.
Hypothesis: Covid-19 has had a significant impact on reli

gious tourism in Samarra in 2023.
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Covid-19 caused panic among the population¢ resulting in a de-

crease 1n tourism demand.

The economic development and tourism sector of Isfah-
an City has been significantly impacted by the Covid outbreak¢
with Rahimi Lanji's study (1401) concluding that the virus had a
considerable effect on the GDP indicators¢ the income multipli-
cation factor for direct jobs¢ and the secondary activities in the
tourism sector. This study was further analyzed and document-
ed by Landran Thsfahani (1401)¢ who demonstrated that the dis-
tress caused by Corona had a direct and significant impact on

the tourism situation in Isfahan city.
Tourism in Quran

Many verses of the Qur’an refer to travel and encourage
people to travel to other parts of the world. The Holy Qur’an
commands people to travel by using the word “travel” directly
(e.g. verse 20; verse 42; verse 42; nahl; verse 36; namal; verse
69; mubarakah anam; verse 11; surah al-Imran; verse 137)¢ or
indirectly (e.g.c verse 109; verse 9; verse 9; surah fatir; verse
44; verse 21; surah Muhammad; verse 10). The Qur'an states
that the objectives and advantages of tourism are to: observe
educational works; express gratitude; gain knowledge of theol-
ogy; comprehend the process of creation; reflect on the events

and circumstances of the past; gain knowledge of the traditional

~
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were 39.1 million trips to the Middle East from which the num-
ber is projected to increase to 159 million trips by 2030. This
region has become the hub of religious tourism worldwide due

to its emphasis on (Islam¢ Christianity and Judaism).

Taheriniya and Hassanvand (2019) conducted an analysis
of the economic impact of Covid-19 on Iran's economy¢ con-
cluding that the employment and unemployment rates during
the winter and spring of 2019 respectively had a downward
trend in employment and a rise in unemployment. Additionally«
Sagari Sawadjani and colleagues (2021) conducted an analysis
of the effects of Covid-19 on the development of tourism in
Yazd City from the point of view of the inhabitants¢ taking into
account the historical context of the city. They concluded that
the distress caused by the coronavirus pandemic had a positive
and considerable impact on the development of Yazd in the his-

torical context.

Sijaunivardi et al. (2021) examined the effects of the Coro-
navirus crisis on tourism and hotel sector in Iran and found that
the outbreak of Coronavirus resulted in the closure of most of
the industries and businesses¢ particularly the tourism sector

and consequently the hotel sector.

Abubkar & Rozbi (2020)« examined the effects of Covid-19

on the tourism sector in Malaysia. His findings showed that the
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as cultural activities such as performing religious practices and
learning about religious places around the world. All religions
are included in religious tourism¢ and individuals may visit reli-
gious sites multiple times in order to gain a better understanding

of them.

The concept of religious tourism is broadly defined as a
form of tourism with a religious or combination of religious
and non-religious motivations¢ which encompasses the pilgrim-
age to holy sites¢ such as temples and churches< mosques and
tombs¢ as well as shrines. This definition distinguishes between
religious tourists who travel to the holy sites of their religion
(e.g. Muslims to Mecca and shrines in Iraq) and non-Christian
tourists who travel to religious sites but visit other churches.
The origin of religious tourism can be traced back to the pil-
grims who visited their holy sites. In short¢ religious tourism is

a novel and progressive form of travel.

Religious tourism has become an integral part of global
tourism due to its unique structural and functional character-
istics. According to estimates¢ religious tourism accounts for
26% of total tourism flows. The World Tourism Organization
(WTO) reports that between 300 and 330 million pilgrims an-
nually travel to the world's religious sites. This number has

increased significantly each year. Furthermore« in 2005¢ there

~
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The tourism industry has seen a significant increase in
growth over the past decade« with one in every five new job
openings being attributed to the sector. Statistics indicate that
10.5 percent of the global GDP™" is dedicated to travel and tour-
ism¢« whereas the global economy experienced a growth of 2.5
percent during the pre-covid-19 period. The tourism industry
has grown at a rate of 3.5 percent< which has been 1 percent
higher than other economic sectors . The Covid-19 pandem-
ic has resulted in a significant reduction in passenger traffic to
the country« with millions of domestic and international tourists
journeying to the country for religious purposes. Iraq is a highly
sought-after religious tourism destination among Muslims« par-
ticularly Shiites¢ due to its unique religious characteristics and

the presence of the Shrine of the infallible Imam:s.

Religious tourism has been a long-standing and successful
form of tourism in Iraq¢ rooted in the country's religious cul-
ture. Services and tourism are the primary sources of economic
and income for the religious cities¢ and the country was at the
height of its tourism boom when the pandemic hit and restrict-
ed many of its tourism facilities. In general« religious tourism

encompasses visits to temples¢ holy sites and shrines¢ as well

(1) Gross Domestic Product
(2)Borimnejad & Dehyouri
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This virus has had a devastating impact on the world« spreading
rapidly from country to country in a matter of four months. The
virus is caused by a non-renewable RNA (RNAW) virus that
infects the respiratory system and spreads rapidly from individ-
uals. In Iraq¢ the fight against the virus is being conducted at a
country-wide level and is progressing apace. However¢ due to
the novelty of the virus and the limited information available on
its pathogenesis and methods of control and treatment« the most

effective way to address the virus is to prevent its spread.

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on
all aspects of the global economy« politics¢ social life and even
military operations. The tourism industry has been one of the
sectors most affected by the virus. The global stature of the
tourism industry and its contribution to the economic and social
growth of countries¢ particularly those in developing countries¢
has increased the focus on its various aspects. However¢ in re-
cent years¢ the industry has experienced fluctuations and has
faced difficult times due to the onset of the pandemic. Tourism
services have been particularly affected by the COVID-19 pan-
demic¢ with global statistics indicating a decrease of approxi-

mately 82% in international travel in Asia.

(1) Ribonucleic Acid
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amount of tourists and the number of visits to religious centres
and cities remain consistent over time« regardless of changes
in the weather. However« the location is not the most signifi-
cant issue in this form of tourism. Rather« the experience begins
from the point of departure and encompasses the entire journey
and the events that occur during the journey. Furthermore« reli-
gious tourism plays a fundamental role in social life in Islamic
countries. Not only does it have economic and financial impli-
cations¢ but it also facilitates communication between Islamic
societies and facilitates the interaction of nations and cultures

with commonalities (V.

It is therefore essential to identify the factors that influence
religious tourism. Given the challenges posed by Covid-19’s
rapid global spread¢ this study aimed to assess the effects of

Covid on religious tourism in Samarra¢ Iraq in 2023.
Literature Review

The coronavirus (Covid-19) was a novel and genetically
modified form of the coronavirus (SARS®-CoV-2) that was first
identified in December 2019 in the Chinese city of Wuhan®.

(1) Farahani & Henderson
(2) Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(3) Lietal.
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Introduction

In the modern era¢ travel has become an essential part of
social life and a key factor in communication in a variety of cul-
tural¢ social« and political contexts. As a vibrant industry with
distinct characteristics¢ the tourism sector has become a major
contributor to the economic and productive activities of both
developed and developing nations. Tourism is one of the most
important things people do in their lives¢ and that's why it's a big

part of theology in every religion¢ especially Islam.

Religiously-based tourism encompasses a wide range of
sites¢ works¢ customs and religious practices¢ which have be-
come integral components of tourism. Islam and Muslims¢ in
particular< have been a key component of this sector¢ as Hajj
ceremonies¢ pilgrimage to sanctuaries and the celebration of
Muslim mourning or religious festivals have been some of the
most significant religious tourism events globally. Islam is re-
nowned for its comprehensive understanding of all aspects of
humanity¢« both material and spiritual¢< and its commitment to
meeting the needs of all people. Tourism can be divided into
various categories¢ including nature¢ heritage¢ health¢ sports«

and electronic.

Religious tourism¢ on the other hand¢ is a form of tour-

ism that bypasses atmospheric obstacles¢ thus ensuring that the
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cial establishments in the vicinity of the Imams' and religious
place of Samarra in Iraq. The participants were presented with a
questionnaire consisting of 10 questions” each with a five-point
rating scale< which was administered using a One-Sample T-test
in (SPSS)®. The T-test was designed to compare the answers
to the average of the respondents' questions¢ with a threshold
value of 3. The findings of the study indicated that< during the
Corona Pandemic¢ the number of Iranian pilgrims to Samarras
as well as the economic components of the pandemic and the

employment related thereto« decreased significantly.

Keywords: religion¢ religious tourism; Muslims; Covid

19 pandemic; Samarra; Iraq.

(1) Partono Prasetio

(2) Statistical Package for the Social Sciences.
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Abstract

Tourism as a sector has emerged as one of the fastest-grow-
ing sectors of the global economy today and has distinct features
from other sectors. In the tourism sector¢ the production and
consumption of goods and services take place simultaneously. It
is important to note that the COVID-19" pandemic of 2019 has
caused many problems in the tourism sector¢ such as the closure
of tourist centers and the shutdown of tourism service chains
such as food« entertainment¢ transport and travel services all
over the world. This has resulted in a decrease in the growth and
expansion of the global tourism industry. It is important to note
that the tourism industry encompasses a variety of sectors¢ with
religious tourism being the most prominent. All religions have
distinct religious sites¢ works¢ customs and practices that have
become a major draw for tourists. Muslims and the Islam reli-
gion are particularly prominent in this sector. Hajj¢ Pilgrimage
to Blessed Places and Muslim Mourning Gatherings or Reli-
gious Festivals are among the most significant religious tourism
occurrences in the world. Given the significance of this issues
this study was conducted to assess the effects of Covid-19 on
religious tourism in 2023. This field study focused on 90 Iranian

managerial and employee representatives of various commer-

(1) Coronavirus disease

\
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